{z’n jéf(\brt[ Gastle

11 Nevember 1111

Dear Chartes,
j fave {790)6911 to Iort[ ﬂ‘:zrfer}/ on your Ee/faﬁf 7:/’; fas zyreetf to Jou Eecomz'nj a gja e
on hits estate.

ogefére you decide on wherever this is the correct direction fér your fzfé to féffouf, g
suggest you read this Jetter on my exferz'encea (yp Eecominj a {nzj/ft

When I was seven J was sent to five with Sir thfred ?:Ezr{y a retired {,nz’y/ft who
owned a vast manor in the north. ?ﬁm(y Manor was Jarge and seemed quite Jonely compared’
with the kome  had Jeft. What at first was overwhelmuing, scon became a routine fife. Despite
the general routine, this fife was still exciting and unpredictable.

s a ﬂsaje, my duties started before sunrise. I rose early to dress myself before
assisting Sir Fhfred to buthe and dress. Tt this time I thought that ol K onights bathed
daily, it was only Jatter in Jife that I fiscovered otherwise. I expect that Lord HMarly is
normal and only bathes twice a year. After breakfust, the other ﬂjajew and’ S (Enown
collectively as a Look) studied under the tutorship of the focal Priest, Futher Fomman
Hnother of my duties was serving the Lady of the howse merning and afterncon tea. Lady
Hardsy was vory severe and hiad fittle patience or tolerance for Jowly Pages suck as I. She was
often abroad diring whick time Sir Fllfred had kis mistross visit (Lady Evelyn), who by

contrast was kind and considerate and a Jofea&ure to serve éea).

Sir Ffred was a falconer, and ke would permit, the other Pages and I to train the
Sadcons by wsing them to hunt in the woods. ‘While we didn t appreciate the field mice that the
Salcons returned; the rabbits made a good stew. Ftfter hunting, J would practice in the
armoury. SHfter yoars of practice under the tutorage by Hagthorpe I became a skilled

J‘WOTC[J?ﬂd.‘n.



fvs;:}/ ni'y/ft j Jofz{}/ec[ my ffute and on occaston we had dances with the maids of' the
manor. 05}/ the Eejz'nnz'nj of\ the third watch f retired to my room exhausted and féff aneg]a to
prepare fér the dawn.

On my fourteenth birthday, Sir Flfred made me a Squire. s a squire training
increased’s fold: Defere becoming a Squire, horse riding was natural for me. Fowever, when
armoured and fighting on horseback was a now experience that J found very challenging. 7€s a
Sguire I no fonger served the Jady of the house and spent more time in the armoury, cutdvors
in the wood andin the field: I was assignedto a Konight, Sir Nigel. Swas requiredto prepare
fiis armour and assist in fitting kim for battle. While Sir Nigel was a good K night, e told
me once that hits secret to success was obeying the voices in hits head. Jhis probably explained

some OJC his eccentric behaviour, but he was harmless enouj/f unless he was your epponent.

%t a Joartz'cufar tournament dir Wz}ef had risen to the ﬁna/ bout (f comfetz'tz'on.
ﬁurinj the rest Joerz'oc[ prior to the ﬁnaf, dir %j‘yef had injured. /fz'mefeff and could not compete
( ,f am sworn to secrecy as to how he z'njurec[ /ﬁ'm&e&p). The konour of' the :ﬂzjmor was at stake.
;Zf j‘ was now close to ir Wz}ef 5 /fez'y/ft, j put on his armour, closed the visor and went in to
fattle. J won, but onfy J'ust.Jth prior to receiving the trg]a/t}/, dir Wgyef and . mwgafec[

Joface& in fits tent. “When Fe J‘tagjetf out to recetve the trgjo/;}/, alf tﬁoujﬁ% fe was Juﬁéﬂ'nj ﬁom
the battle, on[y j knew otherwise. Jhe honour of' the jzjznor was saved, dir %}ef teld the

whole story ( well most oJC z't) to Oir %ff'recf and, j was Enéy/&ecf fér my Yuicf tﬂn@nj,
courage, [;raver:}/, z'nte:yrz'ty, w‘z’nnz’nj the tournament and.. Jaw'nj the honour OJC dir %}e[

j encourage you n your endeavour to become a {,néy/ft i‘For me it was hard work but it
was also fun. Jo yuote dir Wz}e/: ‘once a /61%'7/71? its once a néy/ft

%ur dearest brother

ir James



